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was quite prepared for her rejection of him.    She never
sncouraged him.*

'Well/ said the Duke, 'I grant you it is mortifying,
infinitely distressing; and Brecon is the last man I could
have wished that it should occur to; but, after all, our
daughter must decide for herself in such affairs. She is
the person most interested in the event. I never influ-
enced her sisters in their choice, and she also must be free.
The other subject is more grave.'

' If we could only ascertain who she really is,' said the
Duchess.

4 According to Bertram, fully our equal ; but I confess I
am no judge of Levantine nobility,' his Grace added, with a
mingled expression of pride and despair.

' That dreadful travelling abroad!' exclaimed the Duchess.
c I always had a foreboding of something disastrous from
it. Why should he have gone abroad, who has never been
to Ireland, or seen half the counties of his own country ? '

' They all will go,' said the Duke ; ' and I thought, with
St. Aldegonde, he was safe from getting into any scrape of
this kind.*

' I should like to speak to Granville about it,' said the
Duchess. * When he is serious, his judgment is good.'

' I am to see St. Aldegonde before I speak to Bertram,*
said the Duke. ' I should not be surprised if he were here
immediately.'

One of the social mysteries is, ' how things get about!'
It was not the interest of any of the persons immediately
connected with the subject that society should be aware
that the Lady Corisande had declined the proposal of the
Duke of Brecon. Society, had no right even to assume
that such a proposal was either expected or contemplated.
The Duke of Brecon admired Lady Corisande, so did
many others ; and many others were admired by the
Duke of Brecon. The Duchess even hoped that, as the
season was waning, it might break up, and people go into